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REVEREND AND e | 


MY compliance with your EY 


r a copy of my ſermon, preached at your | 
[ 


faſt, reſults rather from a hope of pro- 
moting, by my mite, the cauſe of order, and 


allaying the ferments of party contentions 
in the churches, than from any conſciouſ- 
neſs of my having, in any very acceptable 
and perſpicuous manner, deſcribed the na- 
ture and importance of Chriſtian union, 
In your cauſe, I apprehend is embarked 
the general cauſe of the churches. I, you 
muſt fall, by exparte meaſures, ſo may other 
churches, and all be buried in one general 
chaos of anarchy and confufton. 
J earneſtly wiſh that you and your con- 
tendi ng brethren might, upon' rational and 
_ goſpel principles, mutually ſeek Lion's proſe 
perity 5 that as the road to walk in ts 2 by 
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iv 
our Moine Lord, pointed out in a manner 
too plain to be miſtaken by his attentive and 
humble followers, you may inquire earneſt- 
ly after it, and all carefully walk in it; 
which cannot fail of the moſt happy iſſue. 
T hat you, and your worthy paſter may be 
Hal in the holy keeping of the Great Head 
of the Church, and learn eminent obedi ence 


by the things you ſuffer, is the prayer 8 
your very unworth y friend and ſervant, 


Tux AUTHOR, 


1 CORINTHIANS, Xxiii. 
IS CHRIST DED? 


Ar the time the Apoſtle wrote this epiſ. 


ile, the Corinthian church were much divided, and 


broken into parties, having men's perſons in admira- 
tion. They were divided, peradventure,the reſpec- 
tive abilities, and addreſs of their teachers ; or poſ- 
ſibly it was on account of real advantage which they 
had received, as, by their reſpective inſtrumentality, 
they were introduced into the knowledge of the truth. 

Overlooking the doctrines they taught; and the na- 
ture and purity of the religion they inculcated, the 
character and reſpectability of their teachers became 


a ſubject of compariſon and controverſy. Some- 


were decidedly for one, and ſome for another. 
Their commendations centered, rather in the inſtru- 
ments, than in the ſacred truths they delivered. 
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DEzeeLy intereſted in the general cauſe, to which 
diviſions in the church bore a moſt unfriendly aſ- 
pect, the benevolent author of this epiſtle enters, 
moſt affectionately, into meaſures to ſuppreſs the 
growing evil; rebuking them for their unreaſonable 
and unchriſtian altercations; beſeeching them by the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that they all ſhould 

ſpeak the ſame thing; and that there ſhould be no di- 
vifrons among them ; but that they ſhould be perfectly 
joined together in the ſame mind; and in the ſame judg- 
ment. And then puts the query we have choſen, as 
the foundation of the following ' diſcourſe, viz. Ts 
Chri/t divided? Is his Church, which is his body, 
_ (Epb. 1. 23.) broken in pieces? Are his members, 
(Eph. 5. 30.) fallen into contention ? Is the one body 
in Chriſt, (Rom. 12. 5.) multiplying itſelf, under dit, 
ferent leaders, into many? In a word, the animadver- 
ſions of the apoſtle, were to condemn their diſſentions, 
and perſuade them 10 be of one mind, and of one heart. 

Our ſubject is, CHRISTIAN UNION. 

Tr1s, in the ſubſequent conſiderations, we ſhall 
endeavour, hoping in divine direCtion, to N 
and recommend. | 

Tu Church of Chriſt, with the higheſt propriety, 
may be ſaid to be oNE and INDIVISIBLE ; united ſo 
as is no other ſociety on earth. 

 CrurisTIANS, conſidered collectively, are called 
one body, and the body of Chriſt; and, as individuals, 
of whom this one body is compoſed, they are denom- 
inatca members. 

CHRIST 
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CHRIsr prayed for his diſciples, that they all 
might be one, as h and his Father were one ; and that 
they might be one in them ; united to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to one another. 
CHRISTIAN UNION may be pointed out in the fok 
lowing particulars. | 
1. CHRISTIANS are united in Chriſt as their head; 
They are one in him; and may not, and cannot, in 
this reſpect, be divided. The church, being one b. 
dy, has only one head, one king, one law-giver, one 
judge. Believers derive from Chriſt, as the ſtock. 
from the root, or the branch from the vine. Iam the 
vine, ſaid he, ye are the branches. They grow out 
of him, derive from him, and are his, not only as all 
other creatures are his, by creation; but he hath 
bought them—made a purchaſe of them, with his own 
blood ; created them anew by his own Spirit, and thus 
doubled and trebled, as it were, his right in them, 
and to them; and conſequently, his ſovereignty over 
them, as their abſolute head, Lord and owner, is moſt 
eminently eſtabliſhed; 
Iuxv can belong to no other; nor may any other 
uſurp dominion over them; or give them other 
laws; or add to, or diminiſh from the ſtatutes and 
ordinances, which he himſelf hath preſcribed for 
their obſervation and obedience. As the natural 
body, compoſed of many member:, is oN E, and under 
the direction of the head, as the ſeat of intelligence 
and information; ſo the body of Chri/?, compoſed of 
many members, is ONE, and equally dependent on him, 
"Wl 
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as its guide and teacher. He lighteth every man, wha 
cometh into the world. Hence, all who have aſſumed 
a power of teaching for doctrines, the command- 
ments of men; or of making laws; or of adding any 
thing to the divine code, already provided by him for 
the direction and government of his people, have 
uſurped his ſole prerogative. Thus are all Chriſtians 
one in, and under Chriſt, as their head, law-giver, and 


abſolute proprietor. | 
2. Tax church is conſidered as one body, as hav= 


ing, in all parts, and ages of the world, the /ame laws, 


and ordinances ; one body, under one government. The 
laws of Chriſt are the ſame, and equally ſuited to his 
people in every part of the world ; his ordinances 
are every where and by all to be obeyed, and to con- 
tinue in unabated authority to the end of time. His 
body, which is the church, are every where, and, at 
all times, bound to walk in the ſame path, follow him 
as their leader, and obey him in every command: 
Worldly circumſtances, ſituation, or ſtation, neither 


| Increaſe or diminiſh obligation: The prince and the 


beggar are equally bound to immediate and cordial 
ſubmiſſion to Meffah the Prince of princes, the King 


of Rings, and Lord of the univerſe. | 
Tuus, the whole body of believers, by having the 


fame laws, every where, and at all times, by which to 


govern their whole converſation, both with reſpect to 
themſelves and others, are conſidered and treated as 


one indiv ſeble body : One People, under one head ; and 


every 
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every where, and in all ages, ſubje& to the eſpecial 
authority of this their o, and holy Sovereign. ; 

z. TRE are united in having and embracing the 
fame doArines. The goſpel is the divine ſource, from 
which they all draw their inſtruction: In this are 
contained the words of eternal life. The Bible is, ev- 
| ery where the book of Chriſtians ; the compaſs by 
which they are to direct their colitſe: through the wit. 
derneſs to the promiſed inheritance. If any man preach 
any other goſpel, he is by the benevolent” apoſtle, giv- 
en over to deſtruction: Let him be accurſed. 

AI ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God; and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, (2. Tim. iii; 16.) 
And, as they are the doctrines of Chriſt, they are the 
treaſure of Chriſtians: He gives, and they receive the 
truth. His teachings come to all, are calculated 
for all, and are received by all as one body. 991 7 

Bor that Chriſtians are united in the ſame doctrines, 
may perhaps be viewed as wanting of evidence: We 
would therefore obſerve, | & 

THAT an entire union, in this reſpect, is, doubt- 
leſs, reſerved to the approaching and happy period, 
when all ſhall know' the Lord from on leaſt to the 
greateſt, 

Tux preſent ſtate of the world ts not of a 
complete harmony of ſentiment, or conduct among 
mankind. How great the agreement, in opinion, 
between profeſſing Chriſtians, muſt be, in order to 
Chriſtian union, may be hard, clearly, to determine; 

e 1 and 
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and an attempt to mark out a line, which, in all 
caſes, ſnould be clear and ſatisfactory, might be an 
undertaking, to which we could not promiſe ſuo- 
ceſs; yet, we believe that a charitable union, ſo 
much recommended and inculcated, is by no means 
attended with inſuperable difficulty. 

Tk RR have been inſtances, and many ſuch may 
ſtill exiſt, wherein profeſſing Chriſtians tog widely 
depart from one another, in point of doctrine, to con- 
fiſt with holy fellowſhip. There have been damna- 
ble herefies introduced among the people of God, 
both under the former and preſent diſpenſations, 
(2 Pet. ii. 1.) But there were falſe prophets among 
the people; even as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 
you, who privily ſhall bring in damnable hereſics, even 
denying the Lord, who bought them, and bring upon 
themſelves ſwift deſtruftion. Theſe were Heręſies, 
which, as it were broke open, upon mankind, the 
Nuices of immorality, and made a ſeparation from 
their abettors, a neceſſary conſequence. 

IT is the evi tendency of a ſentiment that renders 
it pernicious. Accordingly, the apoſtle, after mention- 
ing the damnable herefies, above noted, adds in the 
next. verſe—And many ſhall follow their pernicious 
ways, by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil 
ſpoken of. 

Errors in judgment, among the profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, are undeniably. very numerous; but 
we believe, ſuch as are damnable, or involve the nec- 

E 8 eſſary 
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eſſary deſtruction of the ſubje&, or violate the union 


of the church, are comparatively few.* 
ONe general rule to aſſiſt the mind to a ſafe de- 


ciſion, with reſpect to the tolerable or intolerable na- 


ture of all herefies, ſecte, doctrines, or JO is 
their tendency. | 
Is a doctrine in its influence be not dangerouſly 


unfriendly to the moral kingdom, though it ſhould 


not endure the teſt of ſpeculation, and be found ſub. 
ject to many objections; he by whom it is propagat- 


ed, is doubtleſs entitled to Chriſtian candour and 


forbearance. | 

TzxuTH and error may be ſo blended, as greatly to 
diſturb the peace, and hinder the profperity of the 
church, and yet the amount be far ſhort of riſing 


into the extreme of a diſunion of its members. Every 


diſeaſed limb is not ſuddenly or certainly to be amputat- 
ed ; but meaſures of recovery are to be applied. 
There are to be adopted arts of healing, in moral, 
as well as in natural diforders. And as a maimed 
- limÞ$ of the natural body may be incurable, and ren- 
dered, in a great meaſure, uſeleſs, and yet, on the 
whole, be conſiſtently preſerved in connexion with 
the reſt ; ſo in the ſpiritual, a member may be very 
defective i in ſpeculation, or opinion, and yet be re- 
tained in charitable ſtanding. | 
| IN 
* A CYARITABLE conſideration of nothing but piety, in admitting to. 


evangelical privileges, is a glory that the churches of New-England would 
lay claim unto, | Ratio dif. p. 90. 
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In the great fundamentals of Chriſtianity, in order 
to Chriſtian union, there muſt be a general agreement. 
As by the members of the body, the head, with its ſu- 


perior influence and authority, all will allow, muſt 


be acknowledged; ſo Chriſt and his work as the Sav- 
tour, all mult allow are neceſſary objects of our faith, 
and dependence. With a rejection of theſe, /chi/m 
is inevitably connected. In ſuch a caſe, an utter 
alienation is eſtabliſhed ; all reaſons for Chriſtian 
harmony and fellowſhip are removed. 

Very much according to their apprehenſions of 
Chriſt, and his work as the Saviour, will be the 
fruits or general conduct of profeſſing Chriſtians. 
Great errors in religious ſentiment, and depravity 
of moral conduct, uſually attend one another; but, 
we are happy to believe that there are no more than 


a few among the numerous ſects in the Chriſtian 


world, who, on account of their religious tenets only, 
ought to be eſteemed reprobate. 

Tovucninc ſentiment, the ſubje& is entitled to 
great candour, provided his external deportment be 


anſwerable to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. By their 


Fruits, ſaid our Lord, ſhall ye know them. If their 
fruit be apparently unto holineſs, /ove, joy, peace, 
long ſuffering, &c. though we apprehend them in no 
ſmall degree ſentimentally erroneous, 'we believe 
them, however, at leaſt to be objects of Chriſtian can- 
dour and charity. 


- 


ERROR is ever to be reſiſted ; but the erroneous 
are not always to be rejected. The fruits of the 


head 
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Head and of the heart may be remarkably diſſimi- 
Wr ſhould not be more curious in ſpeculating zhe 
tree than the fruit it produces. It what preſents it- 
ſelf for a good tree be à thorn, or a thiſtle, candour has 
no object. To look for grapes or figs, from ſtocks of 
ſuch a deſcription, would betray the greateſt defie- 
iency of judgment; but though the zree be leſs prom- 
iſing in its appearance, than might be wiſhed, it 
may not, for this reaſon, be plucked up as a nuiſance. 
IN order to a ſafe procedure, let the fruit be care- | | 
fully examined; if it be good, and nouriſhing," it an- | 
nounces the tree to be valuable. | 
| 


Ir a tree bring forth evil fruit, hew it down, and caſt | 

it into the fire ; but not becauſe its leaves and bloſ- | 

ſoms are not ſo ſightly, and fragrant, as were de. 
ſirable. 

W believe that the great error of the Chriſtian ; 
world is diſcernable, rather in an intemperate zeal 
for religious ſentiment and theories, than by any 
ſurperſtitious JR of ity relative to the fruits of mo- 
rality. . ; 

To contend earneſtly for the faith, once delivered 10 3 
the ſaints, is a duty by no means to be omitted; meaſ- N | 
ures 1% put to ſilence gainſayers, with great and ſerious | | 
attention, are to be improved ; the erroneous, by | 


_ every deviſable argument and winning motive, are to 
be attempted ; but, after all, to look for a ground of | 
charity, in the ſpeculations of the mind, is a direct | 

way 
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way to a miſtaken concluſion ; it is an attempt to at- 
tain to the knowledge of another's character, very 
contrary to the method preſcribed by the Divine 
Teacher ſent from God. 

Ir, for Chriſtians to walk together in unity, or broth- 
erly fellowſhip, agreement in religious ſpeculation, 
be neceſſary; a ceſſation of communion, fill the 
times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 
Lord, muſt be the conſequence. So long as the 
mind, in ſo many ways, remains ſubject to bias and 
prejudice, candour muſt ſupply the deficiency of en- 
timental agreement ; and love conſtitute almoſt the on- 
ly bond of union, by which the Chriſtian world is, or 


can be united. 


As the ſcriptures ſeem not to have drawn a very full, 
or explicit line between ?olerable and intolerable Hhere- 


ſies; or as their inſtructions relative to this matter, 


are left, not in particular definitions, but in deſcri p- 
tions of a more general nature; we ſeem to be put 
under a neceſſity to decide upon them, very much 


by their moral tendency. Chriſtians are united in re- 


ceiving the ſame doctrines. This is true, on!y in a gen- 
eral view; and their union in this reſpect muſt re- 
main very /ooſe, ſo long as moral corruption, and its 
attendant, blindneſs of mind, remain ſo greatly pre- 
dominant. i | 

4. CHrisTiaNns are united in the ſame religion, or 
Chriſtian affection. Between this, and ſentimental a- 
greement, there 1s an eſſential diſtinction; as great 
as that between the heart and the head. 
| THE 
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Tax love, whereby the true followers of Chriſt are 
diſtinguiſhed from the world, is very often delineated 
in the ſacred writings. In the 1ſt to the Corinthians, 


Chap. xiii. we have its nature and ſuperlative excel- 


lency particularly deſcribed, under the denomination 


of charity. Without this, no gifts of tongues ; proph- 


ecy ; knowledge ; miraculous power; no generous 


beſtowments on the poor, or ſufferings for religion; 


none of theſe, without love, are of any avail. Charity 
ſuffereth long and is kind ; Charity envieth not; Char- 
ity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly, ſecketh not her own, is not eaftly provok- 


ed, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth © 


in the trith, + Beareth all things, beiieveth all things, Hop- 
eth all things, endureth all things. Chari never faileth, 
This diſinteręſted love to moral fitneis and propriety z 
to the general good and to individual rectitude and 
happineſs, is e/ential religion, is the great bond of 
Chriſtian union; the golden chain of connexion be- 
tween the members of Chriſt's body, by which they are 
one and indivifible ; and by which wy are diſtin= 
guiſhed from all other ſocieties. 

Tus holy affection, which conſtitutes the religion 
of the goſpel, is of a harmonious, uniting quality; 


it covers a multitude of fins ; is gentle, patient, meek, and 


forbearing; kind in controverſy; cautious in deci- 
ſion ; ſparing of its cenſures ; 'eaſy to be entreated ; 
Full of good fruits; without partiality, and without hy- 


pocri iſy. 
Werner | 
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| Wzrrx all the members of the ſpiritual body iti 
formed with this divine ray from the ſum of righteouf 
n2ſi, they would indeed be inſeparable ; their com- 
munion pleaſant ; highly endearing, and greatly improv- 
ing. This is what clothes the church of Chriſt with 
the beauty of Tirzah, the comelineſs of Yeruſalem, andthe 
terrors of an army with banners. 

Bur here, with fudicd brevity, let us attend to the 
directed courſe, and native tendency of this kindly 
uniting affection, in forming and continuing the body 
of Chriſt in its ſacred union and harmony. 

IN caſe of offence, it is, by divine order directed, 


and by its own nature moved, to private, careful, gen- 


tle, amicable, and winning admonition of any, who 
may be known to wander from the /ine of duty. It 
perfectly coincides with the rule of procedure, in 
ſuch caſes provided by the benevolent Saviour, in 
Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. While it wiſhes to recover 
the offender, it ſeeks with a mantle of love, to cover 
his faults. If defeated in private endeavours, it pro- 
cceds on ſtill in the preſcribed line, to further eſſays 


of effectual diſcipline, to reform the offender. 


Trrrs ſpirit of /ove in its wiſe and friendly endeav- 
ours, is the great preſerver and ręſtorer of order in 
the houſe of God, which is the church of the living God. 
It is upon itſelf, and upon others, a vigilant guard a- 
gainſt fin. Ever friendly to piety and virtue, it ſtands 


_ Oppoſed to their oppofites ; it is the guardian ſpirit, and 


ſpring of all godly diſcipline in the church; cannot 
quietly 
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quietly /uffer in upon a member of the body; is aſſid- 


uous in its inquiries into its own and the duty of oth- 
ers; jealous, with a Godly jealouſy over itſelf and fel- 
low diſciples ; and the peace and proſperity of Jeru- 
falem are objects, in its view, of the higheſt account 
and conſequence. Wh 

THis is the bond of all d:/irable union in the church- 
es. From this is derived all pleaſant and profitable 
communion among the members of the body ; were 
it not for his, a falling off and ſeparating from one 
another ; evil ſurmiſings ; ſecret plots ; hidden en- 
deavours to circumvent ; want of candour, forbear- 
ance, and every thing of a kind uniting tendency, 
would be the evil condition into which the church 
muſt be plunged. This is the ſacred cement, that 
connects, ſtrengthens and adorns the lively tones of 
which the houſe of God is compoſed. 

Bur perfection is a privilege in reſerve ; it is a 
bleſſing in future to be enjoyed. At preſent, among 
the viſible members of the body of Chriſt, we mult ex- 
ped to find ſuch as are totally wanting of this true u- 
niting ſpirit. And from theſe, more of evil than obs 
good, is to be expected. In times of trial no depend- 
ence may be placed in their friend/hip to truth, or 
patience, and meekneſs, under the preſſures of the 
croſs ; wanting of the only quality that can render 
them ſteadfaſt and unmoveable ; inſtability muſt be 
the unhappy conſequence. If love be wanting, 
peace, harmony, and religious order, cannot be main- 
tained, ES 

C Tris 
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Tais unhappy mixture of character, among the 
profeſſed members of Chriſt's body, renders the diſ- 
cipline of the church at once neceſſary and difficult, 
trying and formidable. And conſidering the imper- 
fection of the beſt, and the total want of real good- 
neſs in many who make up the viſible fociety of 
Chriſtians in the world; that the wnity of the Spirit is 
ſo often violated, and the kingdom rent and torn 
by ſo many and increaſing diviſions, is Ong mar- 
vellous. 

THrese diſſenſions can be no otherwiſc prevented 
or healed, than by the kind and tender application of 
the remedies, provided by the Great Head of the 
church, to wit, gentle entreaty, admonition upon admoni- 
tion, rebuke, exhortation ; and, with reſpect to the in- 
corrigible, exciſion. 

Bur, diviſion is moſt ſtudiouſly to be 8 a- „ 
gainſt; and never ſubmitted to, but upon the moſt 
urgent neceſſity. From the early days of the goſpel, 
in order to a prevention of ſo great an evil, councils 
from other churches have been improved. 

THe church is one body, for convenience locally 
ſeparated into diſtin& ſocieties ; which when falling 
into any difficulties, by themſelves inſuperable, have 
been wont to apply to other branches of the ſame 
body, for aſſiſtance and DECISION.“ 


We: 
By congregational principles, it is a truth, that a reſult of council mu- 
toally choſen by diſagreeing parties in a church, is deciſive. Not attend- 
ing to our own eſtabliſhed eccleſiaſtical regulations, is the only reaſon why 
church controverſy cannot be terminated, but at the expenſe, both of the 
civil and religious happineſs and proſperity of the ſociety in which it occurs. 


oy 
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W can entertain no apprehenſion that theſe dif. 
tin& ſocieties are independent of the great body of be- 
lievers, or of one another, any more than a civil diſ- 
trict is independent of the general government, in 
which it is involved, To conceive of the caſe in a 
different light, is to ſubject the kingdom of Chriſt to 
a ſituation, far more difficult, as to the maintenance 
of order, and an equitable ſettlement of any conten- 
tions which may occur, than is ſufferable in any civil 
ſociety ; it is to leave it in a predicament, of all oth- 
ers, the moſt liable to fall into contention and ruin. 
Moſt wretched, and ignoble ; how far from being 
comely and beautiful is that community, in whoſe con- 
ſtitution no proviſion is made, to check the heats of 
paſſion ; or guard againſt the formidable effects of 
ANARCHY and PARTY oppreſſion ? This is the ex- 
poſed ſituation of thoſe churches, which are founded 
upon the plan of church government, called indepen- 
dent.“ Their boaſted liberty is, however, a ſubjec- 
tion to the moſt alarming a that can be imagin- 

| ed ; 3 


* By independents, are here meant thoſe churches which contend, that 
as it is their right to call to, ſo it is alſo, to diſmiſs from, office, ke” 
of all influence from council, 


The congregational churches maintain that they have a power to call to, 
and to diſmiſs from office, under certain reſtrictions, which, in the preſent 
ate of imperfection, are neceſſary as a prevention to the unhappy and inju- 
Tious effects of a prejudiced party ſpirit. 

That a paſtor or his church ; that any man, or body of men, may eccupy 
the place of accuſer and judge, in order to final deciſion, ſuppoſing the party 
condemned, wiſhes for an appeal from judgment, they allow not. This is a 
principle, which, in its natural operations, involves cruelty and oppreſſion. 
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ed ; ſince, among them, the accuſer 18 alſo the "_ 
55 executioner of the accuſed. 

THE notion of independency of churches, as it is 
a diviſion of the one body of Chriſt into many diſtinct, 
independent bodies; ſo it lays them open to diviſion 
upon diviſion, and to mutual, unreſtrained injury up- 
on injury. They are in a ſituation, when controver- 
ſies ariſe, that renders them wholly unſuitable for de- 
ciſion, allowing no licenſe of appeal from their judg- 
ment. The accuſer, the intereſted accuſer, both by 
reaſon and religion, in ſitting as a final judge, is out 
of his place ; becauſe prejudice blinds the mind to 
truth, and expoſes the accuſed to an award 1 injuſtice 
and cruelty. 

Has the wiſe and benevolent Head of the church 


left his body to the unreſtrained lacerations of party 


contention ? Is the kingdom of Chriſt, of all others, 
the moſt inadequate for its own order and intereſt ? 
Is there no way for a juſt deciſion ; for a ſafe and 
cloſing iſſue of eccleſiaſtical controverſy ? Or, of two 
parties, contending in the church, muſt the ſtrongeſt, 
as in military rencounters, obtain the victory? 
SUPPOSE the contention be between a miniſter and 


his people, may he, as he is a party by himſelf, de- 


cidedly and alone, judge of and condemn them, and 
ſeparate himſelf from them, when they can ſee no 
ſufficient cauſe for ſuch ſeparation ? or, ought not his 
opinion, as in other cafes, to be ſubject to the judg- 


ment of the di/intere/ted ? 
On 
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Ox the other hand, may the people, or brethren, 


when agreement between them and their paſtor can- 


not, by him and them be obtained, go on to accuſe, | 


hear, determine, judge, condemn, and execute, without 
being amenable to the other parts of the body of 
Chriſt ? Are ſuch party deciſion and tyranny unſuf- 
ferable in all other ſocieties of men; and plauſible 
only in the Chriſtian ? Is the moral kingdom, of all 
other kingdoms, far more expoſed to the perplexing 
and ruinous effects of a tyrannical deſpotiſm ? Is there 
Nothing to reſtrain the rage of party, and curb the 

impetuoſity of prejudice ? Is it ſo, that party muſt de- 
_ Eide againſt party, without a remedy ? If it be ſo in- 
deed, of the church it may be ſaid, he is terrible; but 
where, ſaving in the deſcription, ſhall we find thoſe 
winning and attractive features—fair as the moon; 
clear as the ſun ; beautiful as Tirzah: and comely as 
Feruſalem? 

AnD further, upon this * tion, the reſult of the 
council at Feruſalem,(couched in terms of authorityand 
deciſion, to wit, we lay no other burden upon yon tends 
to lead the mind into a miſtaken concluſion, as being 
unapplicable to the pleaded independency of churches. 


To lay a burden upon another is indicative of a bind- 


ing authority, and denotes a power of cenſure and eu- 
communication 1n the council, to which mutual appli- 
cation is made, over the party refuſing ſubmiſſion. 
This is alſo agreeable to congregational principles, by 
which the churches, in general, in this part of the 
Chriſtian world, have been regulated. | 

Tus 
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Trvs the church, for local convenience, divided 
into many diſtinct communities, is one body, the bride, 
_ the Lamb's wife, and hath, in all its parts, and diſ- 
perſions, the ſame head, laws, doctrines and religion, 
which is the chief bond of their union. | 

W might go on to a further deſcription of this 
Chriſtian union, in faith, miniſtry, ſacraments, and final 
rewards ; but to enlarge, on theſe particulars, would 
be a treſpaſs on your patience. | 

WHar has been ſaid on Chr: HNian union, might 
now be followed, as was propoſed, by a recommen- 
dation of it, in a variety of conſiderations ; ſuch as, 
in this deſcription, the church, is terrible only io its 
enemies ; comely and beautiful in the eyes of its friends ; 
a place of ſafety ; a garden of pleaſure and happineſs ; 
a profitable ſchool ; inviting to beholders ; undeniably 
the moſt excellent, honourable and defirable ſociety on 
earth; founded in the higheſt wiſdom and bexevolence— 


The city of the living God—but it is already more than 


time to go on to ſome reflections, by way of improve- 
ment. ; 

WHAT we have heard abore, may well admoniſh 
us to a very tender and cautious delicacy, in all caſes 
which reſpect the love, harmony and unity of Chriſt ; 
or his body, which is the church. 

CHRISTIANS ſhould attentively conſider that their 
ſituation is now in the wilderneſs of temptation and 
trial, where that ſacred affection which covereth a mul. 


zitude of ſi ins, is, of all others, the moſt excellent and 
neceſſary. 
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neceſſary. This is not a patient, indifferent ſpectator of 
error, or wickedneſs; but a wiſe, prudent and benevo- 
lent monitor; a diſſuader from evil, and a prompter 
to every thing laudable, or morally excellent. When 
the intereſt of the ſacred body of Chriſt is, at any 
time, the ſubject of conſideration; caution, tender- 
neſs of charity, and the meekneſs of wiſdom, ſhould at- 
tend, and mark out every ſtep, leſt the unity of the 
Spirit be diminiſhed, rather than promoted. Hence, 
no reſidt of council ſhould ever be founded on con- 
jecture, or party repreſentation, Particularly terrible 
are the effects of exparte councils, preſuming to decide 
on the merits of points controverted; or of com- 
plaints exhibited, merely upon the authority or evi- 
dence of interęſted accuſers. This is to judge without 
light, and, at random, to determine on caſes, which 
require a far different treatment.“ In ſuch inſtances, 
* | | a 
* Exparte councils judging on the merits of a cauſc in controverſy, without 
a careful hearing of the parties at variance, act a part which cannot be juſti- 
fied by any conſiderations whatever. Inſtances of ſuch procedure ought to 
excite the immedrate concern of the public, and be a leading and urgent mo- 
tive in the churches to a reviſion of church platform. 
When an accuſed party think they-have reaſon to refuſe a compliance with 
a requeſt, made by their accufers for a mutual council; the latter have hi rem 
edy, viz. the calling an exparte council. But ſuch a council can never go 
into a hearing of the merits of the cauſe ſubſiſting between rhe parties; and 
conſequently cannot reſult upon them with the ſmalleſt degree of propriety, 
or decency. 
Exparte councils, can ſcarcely be ſaid to be any thing better than neceſſary 
evils ; and which call very loudly for conſtitutional remedy. 
When contentions ariſe in churches, as they cannot be avoided, and very 
commonly, cannot be ſettled by the parties contending ; in ſuch caſes, in- 


ſtcad of ſending for exparte council, when mutual cannot be agreed upon, if there 
| were, 


— 
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a council's giving out a reſult, for the inſpection of 
the public, affords reaſon to apprehend them, as hav- 
ing acted under the unhappy influence of prejudice. 
Or, when opinion is publicly given on matters of 
controverſy ſubſiſting between parties in contention, 
as though they had been mutually heard, when no ſuch 
hearing has been had, we know not how to deem it 
any other, (however undeſigned) than a public de- 


ception. | : 


IN ſuch a caſe, a council's aſſuming the denomina- 


tion of mutual will by no means ſanctify the tranſac- 


tion, or render their doings any the more compati- 
ble with reaſon or religion. No judicatory, civil or 
ſacred, may be juſtified in ſuch a procedure. We 
can have no right, officially, to credit any complaint, 
before the accuſer and the accuſed be had face to face ; 
or, in ſome other way, we hear, by good, unintereſt- 
ed evidence, what may be ſaid on both fides in the 
contention. It is never to be expected that the com- 
plainant will bring forward conſiderations of defence, 
and por them in the moſt advantageous light of which 


they 
were, by conſtilution, the following ſteps provided; or any other that might 
be thought better calculated to prevent the evil of exparte procedures, the 
conſequences might be deſirable ; viz. let ten of the moſt contiguous churches. 
be a number out of which three, or five, ſhould be, by lot, appointed to de- 
cide upon the queſtion, whether or not a council be neceſſary ; and if judg- 
ed neceſſary, theſe three, or five churches, ſhould, by lot, appoint, out of the 
number of the ?:renty nigheſt churches, ſuch a number as they ſhould judge 
moſt convenient, which ſhould be a mutual council to hear and determine 
upon the cauſes cf difficulty ſubſiſting, ſo as to put an end to controverly, to 
which exparte councils are too generally a very great obſtruction. 
| Humbly ſubmittcd, F. 
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they are capable, and upon which the ſafety of the 
accuſed depends: If the acruſed be not preſent to 
make the defence, let the cauſe of his abſence be 
faulty or not, the judgment made upon his caſe, 
without a hearing of his defence, if right, muſt be 
indebted, not to knowledge, but to accident. 

Or exparte councils, we may not expect a reſult 
ſuch as no other than a mutual can be under a ca- 
pacity to exhibit ; nor can a declaration of mutuality 
authenticate an opinion on the ſtate of the controverſy, 
which has been formed only on a party hearing. 
Lr Chriſtians, let councils, utual, or exparte, be 
cautious, tender and diſpaſſionate ; do as they would be 
done by. This, certainly, would, forever, preclude 
an event, ſo evil in its own nature, ſo wounding to 
Chriſtianity, and fo fatal to the union of churches, 
as is the ingrafting of an opinion, formed only from 
a party hearing, upon the ſtock of a declared mutual 
council. However, though charity, which hopeth and 
believeth all things, will not, or cannot give up the 
agent—yet the conduct is among the hay and ſtubble, 
which muſt be conſumed, | 

| To our deficiency in love and candour, is owing 
our, almoſt, every trial. Let it be our ſtudy, how- 
ever diverſe in opinion, to be one in affefion. This, 
while we may ſee cauſe of mutual blame, will prevent 
the evil effects of paſſion, which diſtort the features; 
convulſe the body, and ſeparate the members 4 Chriſi 
from one another. 
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By the ſcenes of evil opened in this place, we with 

much good to you, and to the churches in general, 
may be produced. The natural admonition is, that 
we leave off contention before it be meddled with. 
This church, with all the churches, have opportu- 
nity to learn much good from theſe evils of conten- 
tion; eſpecially from ſeeing the want of /y/em in our 
procedures in church government ; and the long 
protracted eccleſiaſtical contentions, which are no 
more than their natural conſequences. 

Tur attending evils of controverſy, are too many 
and formidable not to be greatly deprecated ; and 
by the improvement of every wiſe and benevolent 
meaſure, not to be carefully guarded againſt. By 
this, how are temporal proſperity and Chr:/tian ſocial 
happineſs, in many inſtances, obſtructed! 
CuxlsrTAN hn, and Zion's proſperity are the ſame. 
This, where it prevails, renders the journey through 
the wilderneſs, though it be diſciplinary, more than 
ſupportable, comfortable and pleaſant. The pilgrims, 
united in aſfection, go on their way rejoicing ; their 
communion is ſweet and profitable. 

In the 133d Plal. we find king David, in contem- 
plating the recommended ſubje& of Chriſtian union, 
breaking forth into an impetus animi, a rhapſody of 
praiſe and admiration. Behold how good, and how 
pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together in unity ; it 

is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 


down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down 
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down to the flirts of his garments. As the det of Her- 
mon, and as the dew that deſcended upon the mountains of 
Zion, ſor there the Lozp commanded the bleſſing, even 
life for evermore. Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. 
Many and great are its attendant bleſſings. . 

Bur, that carnal agreement be not put in the place 
of Chriſtian union, great care ſhould be exerciſed. 
Peace and unity in churches are not always Chriſtian 
virtues. Churches may degenerate into carndl ſe- 
curity ; and greatly, and for a long time, harmonize 
in etror, and worldly mindedneſs ; may agree in a 
general negle& of duty to one another; be pleaſed 
in /fferiag ſen to have an unmoleſted courſe among 
the members of the bedy ; lay aſide the appointed means 
for the order and purity of God's houſe ; and ſuffer 
the vineyard to be expoſed, without @ bedge, to the. 
depredations of every «wild bea/? of the foreſt. 

Tur peace only is defirable, which is the reſult 
of a benevolent Godly. diſcipline. The God of peace 
dwells any with communities of this deſcription. He 
abhors the excellency, and hates the palaces of Jacob, 
when turned into ents of carnal caſe and wickedneſs, 
In application of our ſubject to the church in this 
place, it is not for us to ſay, how far you may have 
deviated from the line of duty; or been cuipably ac- 
ceſſory to the troubles and diviſions into whick you 
have fallen ; but that you, yourſelves ſhould, molt fe- 


riouſly, inquire into, and determine this matter, is a 
duty urged upon you, both by the word and prove 
dence 
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dence of God. In the day of adverſity, conſider. Ii 
Chriſt divided? his body torn, and rent, as it were, in 
pieces, among you? The procuring and ſinful cauſes 
ought to be made a ſubject of the molt ſerious inquiry. 
Taz oſtenſible reaſons, upon which your diſſen- 
ſions are, not wholly, but chiefly grounded, are dif. 
ferences of opinion, relative to ſome religious ſenti- 
ments. Thoſe who haye fallen off from the church 
for theſe, or other reaſons, ought very ſeriouſly to in- 
quire, whether they are indeed ſufficient to juſtify 
ſuch a procedure, If the tendency of a ſentiment be 
not ſu verſive of moral purity, and looks with a 
friendly aſpect for the promotion of piety and viriue, 
they who abet it, cannot be ſuppoſed meritorioigly cen- 
ſurable, To maintain the wnity of the Spirit, in the 
bond of peace, Chriſtian affeQion is neceſſary ; but not 
a harmony of ſentiment. That diviſion of the members 
of Chriſt, on the foot of difference of ſentiment, may 
be juſtified, the doctrine in diſpute muſt be nothing 
ſhort of damnable bereſy ; for we ſhould not ſeparate 
from one another, for any thing ſhort of what demon- 
ſtrates a ſeparation from Chriſt himſelf. While we 
apparently hold ta the Head, aur fellow members 
ſhould not caſt us away as quithered and dead members, 
By the candid ſpirit of the goſpel, in the apoſtolic age, 
the circumciſion, and uncircumciſion, after ſome debates, 
charitably communed together in their holy profeſſion. 

TRUE religion in the heart makes great allowance 
for the very common miſtakes of the Had. Specu- 

8 | lation 
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lation is a poor criterion for the exerciſe of Chriſtian 


charity. In deciding on the charaQers of others, we 
are too apt to /train out theſe comparative gnats ; 
while, in other reſpects of much greater M1 
we diſcover little or no concern at feva/lowing a 
camel ; nice about matters of ſpeculation, while our 
attention to moral furniture, or deportment, is but 
indifferent. 


Vx cannot but believe, however miſtaken we may 
be, that to the want of candour, and the exerciſe of 
Chriſtian aff:&ion, the diviſions in this place are 
greatly owing ; nor can we ſuppoſe it a too great 
preſumption to ſay, that were he called in to your 
aid, your trials would ſoon be removed, to your mu- 
tual rejoicing. Chriſtian affection is a powerful hcaler 
of breaches, and ręſtorer of paths to dwell in. We wiſh 
greatly to ſee a genuine diſplay of ſuch a ſpirit among 
you, that Chriſt divided here may again be united; 
and that the waters once more may return and flow out 
from the ſanctuary, as before your contentions, for the 
nouriſhment of every tree in this part of the great 


Chriſtian vincyard. 


Is one word, is Chrift divided by any fault of 
yours? let no ſuitable means for a reunion be omitted. 
Let all prejudices be {wallowed up of candour, and all 
unchriſtian reſentments in the aboundings of bratherly 
love. Be candid and friendly to your miniſter— + 

Hirengthen his hands, and encourage his heart ; pray, 
| that 


© 
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that he may be clothed with ſa.vation, that he and you 
all, may ſhout aloud for joy, 
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